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Don’t forget - it’s YOUR U3A
Our Speakers for the November &
December General Meetings

Members at the October general meeting

At our October general meeting at Calverton
Village Hall on the 9th of October, our speaker
was David Kimmins who gave us “A Trip Down
Tin Pan Alley” – the fascinating and surprising
story of the growth of the popular music
publishing industry in the 1920’s – the
sometimes crooked publishers; the well known
performers; the ‘one hit wonders’; plagiarism;
and the wonderful composers and lyricists who
created some of the tunes we still treasure today.
It was a great talk and was thoroughly enjoyed
by our members who learned many odd facts
about well-known old songs. For instance, back
in those days, many melodies were lifted from
other music – do you know where the melody of
the first line of the 1923 song “Yes, we have no
bananas” came from? You’ll be very surprised!
(answer below).
Our next general meeting is on Wednesday
Nov 13th at 10.30am - be there or be square!

Michael Dobbs - Chairman
Answer: The melody for the first half of the first
line is from the Hallelujah chorus, and the
second half of the first line is from “Bring Back
my Bonnie to Me” – who would have guessed?
Well, your chairman guessed correctly, and won
a half share in a somewhat bruised banana!

Our speaker for the November meeting will
be Andy Smart - a local journalist of 40 years
experience. As befits the month of November,
he will be telling us stories about local heroes.
In December, Mike Storr will speaking on
“Masters of Mirth”, including humorous
monologues from the big names such as
Stanley Hollway, Robb Wilton and Bernard
Miles. Be sure not to miss this - just the
thing to set you up for the festive season.

Lynn Majewski

We now have around 20 active interest groups
within CADU3A ranging from photography to
ukelele, walking, reading, and quiz groups. We
would like to know if you have ideas for other
groups that would interest you.
Obviously we would need to have a convenor but if
you have any thoughts about new groups just
contact Lynn or Len or any member of the
committee, and we will see what we can do.

Tel 0115 9655050

How to Join Groups

Len Hand
Tel 0115 9654611

Papercraft Group
We meet on the first Monday in the month, 2.004.00pm and are meeting at the moment at 170
Main St, Calverton.
We will be making a wide variety of things over
time - cards, gift boxes, crackers for Christmas,
home decor items such as a wreath and many
other things.
It's fun, absorbing, very restful and soothing for
the soul, so if you get stressed easily, please try
it for a few weeks to see how you get on.
For more information contact Helen Houlden on
helen@helenhouldencakes.co.uk or phone
0115 965 6132.

Signing up forms (and convenors) are normally
in the Committee Room (off the main hall) at
every general meeting. Alternatively, contact the
convenors at the phone numbers and email
addresses on the “Groups” page on the website.

The International Dining Group

The Lunch Group
Our second meeting was held on Thursday 10th
of October at The Nag’s Head, Woodborough,
where we had a very good attendance and a
great time - not to mention delicious food!
Please note that our meeting dates have
changed to the second Thursday of each month,
with November’s meeting on the 14th at The
World’s End, Lowdham at 12.15pm.
More details from Barbara Taylor on 07779

791367.

Twelve members of the International Dining
Group enjoyed a delicious Turkish meal this
month at Rakki Rakkas in Sherwood. Service
was very prompt and friendly throughout the
evening and there was a lively, busy atmosphere
in the restaurant.
We were provided with flat breads and dips
before the main meals arrived which were really
delicious. Everyone seemed to agree they
provided good value for money. A restaurant
worth trying if you have not yet been.
The next meal will be at the newly opened
Bandook restaurant in Calverton at 7.00pm on
Tuesday 26th November.

Ukulele for Beginners

Geology 1
The Magic of Our Solar System
At our first meeting of 17 members, I gave an
overview of the Solar System:the Sun, the
Planets and Us!! Now we shall be looking at the
detail starting with our home star and leading on
to our moon.
Interested in geology? Please get in touch.
Freddie Davies
Email: fjd8@btinternet.com Tel: 0115 920 4239

With Christmas on the horizon, it’s time to learn
a few festive tunes, so we’ll be adding these to
our repertoire in our next few sessions.
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the
month, 2.00pm - 4.00pm-ish (£2 per session) at
The Institute, Roe Lane, Woodborough.
We’d love to see a few more members,
experienced or not, so if you’re interested
give Michael Dobbs a call on 0115 9652376.
If you’re a complete beginner, we can arrange a
private first lesson to get you started before
joining the main group.

French Conversation Group

The French Conversation Group’s last meeting
on the 22nd October was attended by 8
members who enjoyed the comfortable
surroundings of the Gleaners Inn and excellent
tea and coffee thanks to our host Marie.
We always start proceedings with each member
giving a resumé of what they have been doing
over the last few weeks leading into more
general conversation.
The weather was discussed (almost obligatory
when a group meets in England) followed by a
session looking at a town plan and giving and
receiving directions to and from places all over
the town.
We concluded with a French joke from John
about a French farmer and his pig in the
wheelbarrow. Call 0115 8457694 for more
information about the group.

Interested in
MOVIE MAKING?
Are you interested in ge�ng involved in a
film-making group?
Perhaps you have an interest in ligh�ng,
sound recording, video edi�ng? Maybe you
already have (or would like to develop) skills
as a director, actor, cameraman, or writer?
If so, contact Michael Dobbs on 9652376 or
email mhdkad@gmail.com for a chat. If there
is sufficient interest, we can get together to
decide on the best direc�on to take.

Is this a white cross on a blue background?
Find out below.

Introduc�on to Heraldry
The group of 11 members has had its second mee�ng
and has discovered that in Heraldry a straight line is
called a “bend” and that there is no such colour as red
– its “gules”.
The group has also discovered that the Sco�sh flag
consists of a `sal�re` and its not white on a blue
background but “azure a sal�re agent”.

Walking Groups

Anyway, there are a quite a few laughs involved and
it’s all great fun as well, as interes�ng with much more
to come.

The walking groups are flourishing with welcoming
and friendly members who are enjoying ge�ng out in
the countryside whatever the weather! During
October the long walks group completed 8.5 miles on
a beau�ful sunny day through Clumber Park while a
few days later the medium group intrepidly braved 6.5
miles in the Autumn mist and drizzle to Newstead
Abbey. In addi�on we have a short walks and a
Strollers group so there are plenty of op�ons to
choose from if you would like to join us.

If you’d like to join us, please contact me by phone or
email.

Short Walking Group

So the members are discovering a new (but really
very ancient) language. I dare not tell the members
yet how to describe the Union Jack!!

Freddie Davies
Email: fjd8@btinternet.com Tel: 0115 920 4239

Help Needed!
Running a U3A requires lots of help and we still
need a Publicity Officer to liase with local
publications and to generally promote Calverton
& District U3A in the area.
If you’re a little worried about taking on a post
like this, please be assured that every
assistance would given to get you started.
If you feel that you might be able to do this,
please get in touch with the chairman, Michael
Dobbs (0115 9652376), or any other committee
member.

Need More Information?
The website (www.calvertonu3a.org.uk) contains
lots of information such as committee contact
details, interest groups and future speakers.
If you have a friend who would like to join, there
is also a downloadable membership form on the
“Join” page.

Following on from a successful first walk at Bestwood
Country Park the short walking group had their
second walk last month. Numbers had doubled from
the first walk and eleven of us and a few dogs set off
from Woodborough Village Hall over the fields to
Lambley on a circular four mile route led by Pam. It
was not the best day for walking as there had been so
much rain, both before and during the walk. At one
point on the lower ground it felt that we would need
to call for backup as the water logged field and mud
threatened the tops of our boots! However, it was s�ll
a good occasion for lots of chat, laughter and to
making new friends.
Muddy boots and trousers were certainly the order of
the day by the end. It took a few days for the boots to
dry out but it was worth it! Even in the rain the
countryside was lovely and it was good to learn about
new places: there is so much to appreciate on our
doorstep.
The short walking group meets on the third Tuesday
of every month. The next walk is on Tuesday 19th
November.
Convenor: Jenny Brealey - jennybrealey@aol.com

Photography for Fun

History Group

The group continued to explore how the
quality of a photograph can be improved by
following some simple tips. Here is the
second in our series:
Check Your Backgrounds
Avoid cluttered and distracting backgrounds.
When composing a photo, remember to
glance into the background and check you
have a simple, clear, contrasting colour for
your subject.
Adjust your position higher/lower or side to
side to get that perfect composition.

I signed up for the History group with some
trepidation. I just felt I wanted to know more but I was a bit concerned that the group
might concentrate on what I would call ‘the
usual suspects’ such as Henry VIII, or
perhaps the Victorians, as what I really
wanted was to learn of something pre 1066.
Well I got my wish!
In fact, we started from some 9,000 years BC
when the British Isles was still joined to the rest
of Europe! If the first session is anything to go by
it is shaping up to be the most fascinating group.
For instance, I knew nothing about a massive
underwater earthquake (approximately 6225 –
6170 BC) at the edge of Norway's continental
shelf creating the most enormous Tsunami which
must have impacted greatly on Doggerland and
it’s population.

This group is currently full but please get in
touch if you would like to be added to the
waiting list.
Brian Hillary
b.hillary@icloud.com or 0115 8477988

We were told how the climate (which was
different then) had an impact of the locations of
first settlements and why one of the first was in
the Orkneys at Skara Brae. Freddie has such
knowledge and a way of delivery that makes
you just want to know more and more.
The session ended with a round of applause.
And to think I thought History might be boring! I
would encourage anyone to come these
sessions – whilst there is still space!
Sandra Vanner

---------------------------------------------

You can contact the group convenor, Freddie
Davies, on Email: fjd8@btinternet.com or by
phone on 0115 920 4239

Why not take some photos at a group
meeting for publication in the newsletter?

BRIDGE GROUP

Please send your full-size images as an
attachment to your email description (please
do NOT put them in a Word document).
When taking photos for publication always
get the agreement of the people shown.
Send your pics to mhdkad@gmail.com

There will be no mee�ng of the Bridge Group in
December, due to factors including Christmas and the
Elec�on. Members will hear about dates for January
by email and also in the next Newsle�er. Incidentally,
if you have registered your interest and have not had
an email reply, it may be that your email address has
been typed incorrectly – sorry!! Do try again!

Lunch�me Quiz Group
The first Calverton U3A lunch�me quiz held
in October went well, all teams did well and
the winning team, the Trio received a cash
prize.
There’s plenty of room for anyone else to
come along, excellent food is available and
hopefully a good �me with not too serious
ques�ons and lots of �me to be sociable over
lunch and meet new people.
The next quiz is on Monday 25 November at
12.15 at the Gleaners. Teams of up to 4, help
given finding a team. £1 per person.
Please email me (Cindy) on
lucinda.rossiter@gmail.com if interested.

ICE
You may already have an ICE card (in Case of
Emergency Card) from a monthly or group mee�ng.
These are intended to be kept in your wallet or purse
and enable someone to contact your nearest and
dearest in the event of you taking ill or having an
accident at a U3A event.
One of our members (Bob Bayliss) has made a great
sugges�on that you also might like to take up.
He suggests that you add a contact on your phone
under the heading of ICE with the relevant phone
number.
Great idea, Bob and thanks for sharing it with us!
(And if you don’t have an ICE card yet, ask one of the
Membership Secretaries at the monthly mee�ng, or
your group convenor)

Send Something for the CaD Newsletter
If you have a news item, comment, complaint or letter for the newsletter, or would like to
promote your interest group, please email the editor at mhdkad@gmail.com or phone 9652376 (if
possible at least 7 days before the monthly meeting).
If you can send a photo as well, these are particularly welcome, but please get permission to publish
from everyone in the picture.
Michael Dobbs - Editor

