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CALVERTON & DISTRICT U3A NEWSLETTER JUNE 2021 
 
 

http://www.calvertonu3a.co.uk 

 

LOOKING BACK TO OUR MAY 2021 GENERAL MEETING 

As well as an initial slide presentation (thanks to 
Brian Hillary) and updates, we were joined by 
Charles Garland, (Assistant to Scriptwriters Croft 
and Perry), who recounted stories of the cast, e.g. 
John Le Mesurier, who always knew his lines and 
Arthur Lowe who didn’t!  We also learned of 

Arthur Lowe’s digestive problems which often entailed him being late on set.   
The Queen Mother’s favourite episode was, unsurprisingly, ‘The Royal Train’.   

 

 
 

Coming To A Computer Near You, Our Next General Meeting Via Zoom  

WEDNESDAY 9TH JUNE 2021. 
(Log in from 10:15 – Start time 10:30 until approximately 12 noon) 

Our speaker will be JOHN HOPE 

John spent some 10 years with the RAF serving all over the 
world, played squash with Clement Freud, lunched with the 
Governor of Sarawak and narrowly survived the 2004 
tsunami in Sri Lanka.  Is it any wonder that his subject is 

TIME THROUGH THE AGES 

A journey through time telling over the centuries showing the development and 
improvement of time telling devices from the sundial through to the atomic clock. 
Includes the rise and fall of the industry in the United Kingdom. 
 

 
 

 

JULY’S GENERAL MEETING - 14th July, in the Village Hall 
As the Government relaxes rules for large groups to 
meet, the committee have set up a working party to 
plan July's General Meeting in the village hall. There 
are many factors to take into consideration before 
enabling an actual and safe meeting to return.  
An update with further details will be issued as soon as possible. 
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GOOD NEWS 

95% of members took up the opportunity to renew membership!  Thanks go to the 
Committee and Group Leaders for keeping Calverton and District u3a ‘alive’ over 

the last year (and more). And, of course to members, for ‘joining in’. 

 

INTEREST GROUPS 
If you are interested in a particular group, please contact the group coordinator or: 

len.hand@gmail.com (0115 9654611) or  
lynnmajewski@hotmail.com (07738171698) 

 

The Song & Story Group  
At last, we had a proper get together in 
May in Janet's garden.  It was so good to 
meet up again on (finally!) a sunny 
day.  The Song & Story Group began in 
September 2019 as a house group and 
has continued throughout the pandemic, 
meeting: in a pub - under a carport - in 

gardens - and on zoom.  There are now 16 
of us in the group and we used the May 
meeting as a catch-up and to share old 
and new songs, stories, and poems.  We 
have welcomed three new members 
recently and would be happy to hear from 
anyone else interested in joining us. You 
DON'T have to sing unless you want 
to.  All that you need is an enthusiasm for 
songs and the stories behind them.  Our 
songs and stories have covered a wide 
range of material including: work, 
migration, fayres and festivals, the 
seasons, farming, slavery, mining, the 
sea, whaling and many more.  In June we 
will be exploring some of the songs of Bob 
Dylan to mark his 80th birthday.  If you 
would like more information please contact 
Len on 0115 9654 611 
or len.hand@gmail.com. 

 
Walking Groups 
Evening walks. A lively group of us had a 
very enjoyable 
evening walk for an 
hour and a half in 
the Woodborough 
area followed by a 
drink at the pub - 
lots of laughs and 
conversation which felt like a step into 
‘normal’ life. The next walk will be Friday 
11th June 7pm -details nearer the time. 
Next Medium Walk: Friday 4th June, 6 
miles, meet 10.00am Gedling Country 
Park. 
Short Walking Group: Next walk will be 
on Tuesday 15th June meeting 2pm led 
by Pam from Woodborough 
The Strollers Group  
(1 hour approximately) led by Anne Boyle 
has restarted and has 
changed the day it is 
meeting. The new 
time is 10.30am on 
the last Thursday of 
the month. Strollers 
walk for approximately 
up to an hour and a half on fairly flat terrain 
and usually finishing at a coffee shop. The 
next walk is Gedling Country Park, 
meeting in the main car park.  

Contact Lynn for 
information on the above 
walking groups or the Long 
Walking Group(8m+). 

 

 

 
Deadline for July newsletter articles:  Monday 5th July Email sandravanner@gmail.com 
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U3A Coffee Club – Thursday 17 May  

Ten of us met for our u3a 
Coffee Club in May. We 
talked about what we 
were looking forward to 
most when some 

restrictions were lifted on May 17th.  
Meeting up with family and friends, some 
of whom we had not seen for over a year, 
was top of the list   Holidays were also 
eagerly looked forward to. Both seaside 
and countryside were places already 
booked or ear 
marked and 
ANYWHERE 
not at home!!! 
Breaks 
involving NO 
cooking and 
eating out were very popular indeed.   Our 
next meeting will be on Thursday 24th 
June when we will be discussing Our 
Favourite Season together with Childhood 
Seasonal Memories and hopes for a 
memorable Seasonal visit this year. 

Gardening Group 

The first meeting of 
the year for the 
Garden group was 
very successful as 
thirteen members 
met in Pat’s garden 
to discuss all things 
horticultural.  

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 
23rd June, again in Pat’s garden, when 
the group will be sharing information about 
Vine Weevils.  Pat is looking into a future 
meeting venue as hopefully after June we 
can meet inside. 

The group is also hoping to arrange a 
couple of garden trips this summer - to be 
decided next meeting. 
Contact Lynn for more information. 
 

 
 

 

Cryptic Crosswords 

At the outbreak of the 
Second World War, staff 
were interviewed for 
positions at Bletchley 
Park.  The applicants, 
who in answer to the 
enquiry, “What are your 
hobbies?”  entered on 
the form, “Cryptic Crosswords”, were 
given a high priority.  If you have ever 
looked at the clues for a cryptic crossword 
and failed to understand any of them, you 
are not alone!  There is something 
immensely satisfying about decoding 
clues which appear to be meaningless 
nonsense.  In this group, we try to 
categorise different type of clues and 
understand how they can be interpreted. 
The following is called a hidden clue:  

Runs a festival: in part, 
that’s risky (6)   The answer 
is ‘Unsafe’.  In a cryptic 
crossword, we seek the 
definition of the answer and 
this usually appears as the 

first or last word in the clue.  In the above 
case, it is the last word, i.e., ‘risky’.  Now 
let us write out the clue again, but this time 
finding the answer in the clue itself: 
Runs a festival: in part, that’s risky (6).  Of 
course, not all cryptic clues are that 
straightforward.  If you have a love of 
words and language, then cryptic 
crosswords are definitely for you.  We 
conduct all solving by email, so perfectly 

safe!  
 
Book Group  
The next meeting will be on 
Monday 14th June 2pm when 
we will be discussing The Big 
Over Easy, hopefully in Lynn’s 
garden.  

 
The choice for July is The 
Berlin Girl by Mandy 
Robotham. 
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Photography For Fun 

If you are curious about what members interested in photography get up too, take a 
look at the latest collection of favourite photos, as voted for by members. 
 
Favourite photos chosen by 
members 
 
March themes  
Theme 32:  Glass 

Jill Gratton 
     
Theme 33: Shoes 

  
Colin Rieley 
 

April themes  
Theme 34:  Close-up 

Brian Hillary 
 
Theme 35:  Silhouettes 

 
Brian Hillary 
 

A new group for Calverton u3a 

A new group playing lawn green bowls will commence from Friday, 11th 
June and taking place at the back of Calverton Village Hall where there 
are excellent facilities.  Meetings to be held in the morning, say from 10 
a.m. to 12 noon.   All equipment supplied, but a charge of £3 per person 
for a 2-hour session.  This group is already full, but if you wish to be 
placed on a waiting list, then contact me at david.vanner@ntlworld.com.   


