CALVERTON & DISTRICT U3A NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021
http://www.calvertonu3a.co.uk

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 8TH GENERAL MEETING
In the light of recent government announcements, we fully recognise that many members
will feel more comfortable wearing their masks. Please remember that we would far rather
see you wearing your masks than not see you at all
Calverton Village Hall - Start time 10.30

Seasonal music
Mince Pies
Come along in your Christmas jumpers or festive gear
And this month we welcome – Paula Cornwell

Paula Cornwell is a costumed museum
explainer at the British Motor Museum
in Gaydon in Warwickshire. Paula will
provide a ‘talk with a difference’

BAD WEATHER WARNING!
Please note we will let members know by email if meetings need to be
cancelled. So, if the weather is bad,
please check your emails before setting out.
Any decision may need to be made on the morning of our meetings.
Our first meeting in 2022 will be on
Wednesday 12th January 10.30 at Calverton Village Hall

A Very Happy Christmas to all our members
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PRESENTATION FROM THE CO-OP
In last month’s newsletter we wrote about the very welcome funding raised by Calverton Co-op
and its members. On Saturday 27th November several of the Committee were invited to Calverton
Co-op for a presentation ‘ceremony’. Amongst other things, this enabled us to offer free
membership to renewing members in March of this year.
Many thanks to all members who shopped at the Co-op this year.

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NETWORK NEWSBITES
Sharing ideas across 34 u3as in Nottinghamshire   
Each month the Nottinghamshire u3a Network produces its own newsletter which has lots of
information and news from the Nottinghamshire area u3as.
Click on the link below to see the most recent newsletter which includes an article sent in about our
own u3a. It’s interesting to see what other u3as in our area are up to.
https://www.nottsu3anetwork.org/uploads/1/0/2/0/102068768/newsbites_2021_11_november.pdf
Indeed, Nottinghamshire NEWSBITES is edited by one of our own members, Jane Pavier, who has
been a part of the u3a scene for a long time. Any u3a member can send in items, not just committee.
The email address for articles and photographs is: jane.newsbites@gmail.com. Please note it would
help when sending in articles to use typeface Arial 10.

Looking back to November’s meeting
Dave Moylan’s ‘Funny Turns’
What a great time we all had at this
month’s general meeting. As an
alternative to a guest ‘speaker’ we were
truly entertained by Dave Moylan and his
‘Funny Turns’ - as a magician, musician, &
comedian, all regularly overlapping. Of
course, all the usual morning’s business
was carried out as in discussing
membership, interest groups, and chatting
to each other over tea & biscuits.
Well done to Cindy for booking an original guest.
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INTEREST GROUP NEWSs
Turn to page 7 for a simple grid of interest groups. For more information turn to pages 810 for a schedule showing how to contact interest group leaders, when and where they are held
and start times.
If you are interested in a particular group, please contact the group coordinator or:
len.hand@gmail.com (0115 9654611) or lynnmajewski@hotmail.com (07738171698)

ANOTHER NEW GROUP IN THE PLANNIING

Social History in the UK

In the New Year we hope to start up a new group: Social History in the UK. We will take a
period of time and members will look at aspects of life during that period - such as: work, living
conditions, family life, leisure and entertainment, customs and festivals, laws and justice etc. This
will be different from and will complement the history group that we already offer.
If you are interested please sign up at a general meeting
Or
contact Len at len.hand@gmail.com or ring 0115 9654611.

New Writing Group
GOOD NEWS for all aspiring writers in Calverton u3a.
Plans have now been made for this new group.
The venue is the Gleaners Inn, and the only cost for you will be to buy a coffee/tea each
meeting.
Perhaps the only thing you have written recently is the grocery list or a note to
the milkman, but any member is welcome to join us as long as you know how
to put pen to paper. This group will be writing for pleasure with the subjects,
light-hearted or serious, chosen by the group members. Don’t think you have
to be a Jane Austen or a Charles Dickens. If you want to write that novel, we
will all be there to listen to your ideas and encourage you.
You can contact me on 01636 815578 or jane.pavier78@gmail.com if you are
interested or you can just turn up at the meeting on 21 January.
Jane Pavier

Craft Group
The Craft group enjoyed an
early festive afternoon creating
some colourful wreaths using
recycled fabrics and then adding
lights as finishing touches. The
Craft group is currently at
capacity as we are meeting in

Pat’s house but if anyone is
interested in joining us in the
future, please let me know as we
could look at the possibility of a
bigger venue. Contact Lynn for
more information.
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Advanced Notice

Fun and Games at No. 18!
Friday January 21st – 7pm to 9 pm
To help to shake off the January blues we are
planning a table games evening at our very own Calverton
Eatery (No.18 on Calverton Square). It will be on Friday
21st January starting at 7pm until 9pm.
The games will be light hearted and will probably include: quick card
games (Uno - Black Aggie - Sevens etc), Rummikub, Bananagrams,
Click, and Scrabble.
Because of limited space and tables we will have to restrict the numbers
so would you please let Lynn (lynnmajewski@hotmail.com - 0115
9655050) or Len (len.hand@gmail.com - 0115 9654611)
know if you would like to be included?
NEWS FROM FREDDIE
Freddie Davies has sent in an update of the various groups which he runs.
Interestingly, Freddie is looking at starting another Historic Architecture course – see below.
Historic Architecture
Freddie intends to
convene another course
in Historic Architecture at
a date early in the New
Year after completion of
his existing English
History group, it is not
possible to give a date
just yet but a further
announcement will be made shortly, inviting
members to join the group.

History of UK railways
This group is well under
way and we are looking,
not only at the basic
history of the invention
and development of our
railway system, the first
in the world, but also at the scientific and
engineering achievements as well as the
enormous social and quite stunning
impact that the coming of railway travel
had on the population. There is a long way
to go yet in this fascinating history.

However due to the present rate of Covid
infections still prevalent, Freddie will convene
the group by fortnightly emails with
considerable attachments of essays and
pictures: similar to what he has been doing
successfully over the past nearly 2 years with
other groups

History of England
In this group, so far, we have
worked our way up from
prehistoric times to, and
including, the almost
forgotten but impactive, reign
of King William IV, who was
the last monarch to reign
before that of Queen Victoria.
Now that we have reached almost "modern
times" (within the times that many of our
great-great-grandfathers and mothers
experienced) we will now be launching into
the monumental period of invention,
discovery, achievement and social change
that we rather loosely known as the "Victorian
Period"..... which is a book in its own right!!

Geology 2: History of Planet Earth
This course is now
complete and the
participating members
have been taken from 4.6
billion years ago right up
to the present. Judging
from some feedback, I
think it was well received.
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Photography for Fun
Clumber Park was the
venue for our November
meeting, being an ideal
place to capture
Autumn’s most vibrant
colours. Despite the grey
overcast skies, there
were plenty of
opportunities to
photograph the avenue of
stunning beach trees, fungi on the woodland floor and flocks of birds swooping over the lake.

The next photoshoot is on Tuesday, 21st December (venue and meeting arrangements to be
announced). If you would like to join the Photography group, please contact
Brian Hillary - email: b.hillary@icloud.com or tel: 07815 010309

Coffee Morning held on 25th November
The Coffee Morning held on the 25th of
November covered the subject of ‘Memories of
School Days’. We welcomed three new
members and hope they enjoyed hearing the
memories (good and bad) of our schooldays.

It would appear that teachers did not need
much excuse to hand out quite severe
punishments which today would not be
allowed.
Memories of skirt lengths
being checked and being
shouted at for lack of
punctuation would not happen
these days and there seemed
to be a lot more discipline
from very early school days. It
seems that overall school
days were looked on fondly in
spite of the punishments
handed out.

Some
of
our
memories
were
happy ones such
as climbing coke
piles
in
the
playground, flirting
with boys when
given the chance and having feasts on the
train on the way to school.

There were also some very unhappy
memories of school including being caned for
Our next meeting will be held on 27th January
2022 and the subjects will be ‘Christmas’ and
being left-handed, being hit with a ruler, given
‘New Year resolutions’
detention for not fastening coats properly or
taking off hats and playing tricks on teachers.
A very happy Christmas to all our Coffee
Club members.
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Short Walk: Date for your diary
The next short walk will be on
Tuesday 21st December
meet 10.00am: please note the
change of time to the morning. We
will be walking locally for up to two
hours and finish with a coffee in the
square. I’ll send out details to the
group nearer the time but if you are

not currently on the list and would
like to join us please let me know.
(We realise that Tuesday mornings
clash with other groups- apologies
for this but it is the only day both
Pam and I can do!) contact Lynn for
more information.

CAD U3A November 2021 – Lunch Club
The Bromley at Fiskerton was the venue for our
November lunch. We had The Captains Room to
ourselves, which was brilliant.
The food and service were excellent, and we all had a
great lunchtime get together.
Our Christmas Lunch on 9th December, for those who
have already pre-booked, is at Springwater Golf Club
and we look forward to seeing you there.

Quiz Group
The quiz in November went to a tie break between two teams and
was eventually won by the Optimists.
Next month's quiz will be on
Monday 20 December, 12.30 at the Gleaners.

'Library Group' Book Group
The U3A 'Library Group' Book Group met in Calverton Library on 8th
November to discuss 'The Music Shop' by Rachel Joyce.
Following a lively discussion we then participated in an extra curricular
activity - decorating poppies for the library window for Remembrance
Sunday.

Deadline for January newsletter articles – Tuesday 4th January 2022
Email sandravanner@gmail.com : Tel: 0115 8450697: Mob: 07870 360168
Please let me have anything of interest about our u3a
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Calverton & District u3a – SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
at November 20th 2021

For further detailed information about our interest groups please contact
len.hand@gmail.com 0115 965 4611 OR lynnmajewski@hotmail.com 0115 965 5050 OR have
a look at our website http://www.calvertonu3a.co.uk/groups/
Week
ONE
Morning

Monday

Tuesday

Art

Tai Chi (Zoom)
French
Grumpy
old
men
Films at Home
(Zoom)

Afternoon
Evening

Week
TWO
Morning

Monday

Afternoon

Reading

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday
Strollers

Carpet Bowls *
Table Tennis

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Tai Chi (Zoom) General
French
meeting
Lunch
Song & Story

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Tai Chi (Zoom) Gardening
French
Short Walks
Photography

Afternoon
Evening

Week
FOUR
Morning

Monday

Afternoon

Quiz

Evening

Medium walks

Ukulele

Evening

Week
THREE
Morning

Friday

Tuesday

International
Dining

Friday

Committee

Writing for fun

Ukulele
Craft
Table Tennis

Carpet Bowls *

Wednesday Thursday

Tai Chi (Zoom) Long walks
French

Carpet Bowls *

Friday

Coffee

Carpet Bowls *

Other groups planned but not currently running: Badminton; Bridge; Spanish; Social History
Other Groups online: – Cryptic Crosswords – History of Railways – History – Architectural History
Carpet Bowls * is run by Woodborough Carpet Bowls group – all CADu3a members are welcome to
join as full members.
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GROUPS’ SCHEDULE
Calverton & District u3a - Interest Groups Timetable
Updated 20th November, 2021
Week /
Day

Start Time

Group

Venue

Contact

Week 1
Mon

10.00am

Art

Woodborough Institute

sheila.suggett1@ntlworld.com

Tue
Tue

9.30am
11.00am

Tai Chi
French

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Tue

12 noon

Gleaners

twoterris@yahoo.co.uk

Tue

7.30pm

Zoom

len.hand@gmail.com

Thur

10.30am

Strollers

Local start points

anne.boyle1959@gmail.com

Thur

2.00pm

Ukulele for
Beginners

Woodborough Institute

mhdkad@gmail.com

Thur

6.00pm

Table Tennis

Epperstone Village Hall

sue_arkwright@yahoo.co.uk

Fri

10.00am

Medium
walks

Various start points

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Mon

2.00pm

Reading (two
groups)

The Bookcase
Lowdham or Calverton
Library

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com

Tue
Tue

9.30am
11.00am

Tai Chi
French

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Wed

10.30am

GENERAL
MEETING

Calverton Village Hall

b.hillary@icloud.com

Thur
Thur

12 noon
7.00pm

Lunch
Song & Story

Various
Bookcase Lowdham

barbara9449@hotmail.com
len.hand@gmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Grumpy Old
Men
Films at
Home

Week 2

Week 3
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Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue

9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
2.00pm

Tai Chi
Short Walks
French
Photography

Zoom
Various
Gleaners
Various

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
pwhalley@hotmail.co.uk
theresa9phone@gmail.com
b.hillary@icloud.com

Wed

Varied

Gardening

Various

patriciabarton54@gmail.com

Thur

10.30am

Various

b.hillary@icloud.com

Thur

2.00pm

Woodborough Institute

mhdkad@gmail.com

Thur
Thur

1.30pm
6.00pm

Craft
Table Tennis

TBA
Epperstone Village Hall

patriciabarton54@gmail.com
sue_arkwright@yahoo.co.uk

Fri

10.30am

Writing for
fun

TBA

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Week 4
Mon

Lunchtime

Quiz

TBA

lucinda.rossiter@gmail.com

9.30am
11.00am
Evenings
Various

Tai Chi
French
International
Dining

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Various

julie.tommo@gmail.com

Wed

10.00am

Long Walks

Various

martinjd@virginmedia.com

Thur

10.30am

Coffee

Nags Head and others

barbara9449@hotmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Occasional

Cryptic
Crosswords

Email

david.vanner@ntlworld.com

Current

History

Email

fjd7789@gmail.com

Tue
Tue
Tue

OTHERS
Email
group
Wed
Emails

CAD u3a
Committee
Ukulele for
Beginners
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Wed
Emails

Will run
when
demanded

Architectural
History

Email and Zoom

fjd7789@gmail.com

Wed
Emails

Current

Railways
History

Email

fjd7789@gmail.com

The following groups are also planned:
Badminton - Bridge - Spanish
Social History

10

