CALVERTON & DISTRICT U3A NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2021
http://www.calvertonu3a.co.uk

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 10TH GENERAL MEETING
Calverton Village Hall - Start time 10.30

This month we welcome - Dave Moylan’s

‘Funny Turns’ is a one-man variety show featuring
comedy, magic, nostalgies and fun!
Dave Moylan, amongst other things, was resident
magician at Warwick Castle for 25 years

8TH December – OUR
CHRISTMAS GENERAL MEETIING
Calverton Village Hall at 10.30 a.m.
Also featuring
Paula Cornwell on
Mind Your Manners!
WEDNESDAY

AND BRING A FRIEND 
One of the most successful ways for u3as to
gain new members is by personal contact. Do
you know a neighbour or friend who you may
feel able to invite along to our next general
meeting (Wednesday, November 10th)?

U3A CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Everyone in Calverton & District U3A is invited to our 2021 CHRISTMAS LUNCH on:
Thursday 9th December, 12:00 noon at:
The Springwater Golf Club, Calverton, with:
3 Courses for £17.25
The Lunch Club reconvened in September and the latest was at the Little John in Ravenshead. So
come and join us to celebrate the end of a very difficult year!
ALL ARE WELCOME!
If you haven’t already put your name down, then get in touch with Barbara at:
barbara9449@hotmail.com. A.S.A.P. as numbers are limited.
A deposit of £5.00 cash is required, which can be given to me, in an envelope with your name on
it, at the Main Meeting in the Village Hall on Wednesday 10th November 2021.
Hope that you will join our Celebrations.
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Advanced Notice

Fun and Games at No. 18!
Friday January 21st – 7pm to 9 pm
To help to shake off the January blues we are planning a table
games evening at our very own Calverton Eatery (No.18
on Calverton Square). It will be on Friday 21st January
starting at 7pm until 9pm.
The games will be light hearted and will probably include: quick
card games (Uno - Black Aggie - Sevens etc), Rummikub,
Bananagrams, Click, and Scrabble.
Because of limited space and tables we will have to restrict the
numbers so would you please let Lynn
(lynnmajewski@hotmail.com - 0115 9655050) or Len
(len.hand@gmail.com - 0115 9654611) know if you would like to be
included?

CALVERTON & DISTRICT U3A AND THE
CO-OP COMMUNITY FUND
A big ‘THANK

YOU’ to the Co-op

We are extremely grateful to the Co-operative
Society’s Community Fund for the generous
donation. Calverton u3a’s purpose is to help
members in their later years to “live, laugh and
learn.” We do not believe that our mental
understanding is diminished following our
retirement. Nor do we believe that our
capacity for having fun is ended after giving up
work. We do not think that we are too old to
learn new skills or acquire knowledge.
Calverton U3A has coalesced the community;
turned strangers into friends; and induced a
feeling of common values and shared
interests.



Calverton u3a has kept in touch with our
members. We feel that this has made a
significant contribution to the mental wellbeing throughout our membership and the
wider benefits to the whole community.
The contribution from the Co-op’s Community
Fund has enabled us to make management
choices that would have been unavailable to
us ordinarily. We have been able to purchase
necessary equipment and offered members
the chance to renew their annual membership
free of charge.
Calverton & District u3a would like to express
their thanks to the Co-operative Society and to
the Co-op members who have nominated the
u3a as their preferred charity

At a time when Co-vid has compelled so many
of us to remain in comparative isolation,
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. U3A LEARNING NATIONAL PROGRAMMES
There are plenty of interesting programmes here, not only photographs (see the section on the u3a
Eye below), but writing, painting, cooking, and dozens more.
Click on the following link, and I defy you not to want to give at least one of them a go.
https://u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes
This is the page where you will find many ideas to keep learning - a mixture of suggestions from
members and quizzes, challenges and projects from our subject advisers, members and
other Trust Volunteers. Some are one-off events and others ongoing over a period a time. All of
which are supported by members like yourself.

• The u3a Eye
Calling all photographers - Are you aware of the photo displays on the u3a website? Each
fortnight there is a theme and you have until the deadline to submit a photo you have taken.
To quote - "We are running a rolling project to encourage
members to take and submit pictures of their surroundings
during this unprecedented time. We post a different theme
each fortnight and
invite you to submit
your photo on that
topic. This is not a
competition and it is
not about your
photographic skill –
what we want from
you are interesting
photos,
possibly
different ways of
viewing
things,
anything which has
captured
your
imagination
or
caught your eye."

There you have it, click on the link below and check out some of the images sent in.
https://u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes/u3a-eye/131-information/1202-u3a-eye-buildingarchitecture-2

U3a National Newsletter
Have you signed up to receive an emailed copy of the u3a’s National Newsletter? It’s well worth a
read to keep abreast of national initiatives, advice and stories from across the u3a movement.
Simply, click on this link to receive a copy directly to your inbox.
https://u3a.org.uk/newsletter
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INTEREST GROUP NEWS
Turn to pages 8- 10 for a schedule of interest groups showing how to contact interest group
leaders, when and where they are held and start times.
If you are interested in a particular group, please contact the group coordinator or:
len.hand@gmail.com (0115 9654611) or
lynnmajewski@hotmail.com (07738171698)

NEW GROUP - Writing Group

Carlton and Gedling Invitation

Advance notice of a new
group starting in
January on the

We have been liaising with other u3a groups
in the area with a view to sharing
opportunities for members to join in with
activities not currently offered by their own
u3a. Carlton and Gedling have put forward
two groups that may be of interest to our
members - Opera Study Group and Irish
History Group. These groups meet via Zoom
and will continue online so they are not
limited in numbers.
If you are interested in either of these groups,
please let me know and I’ll forward the
contact information so you can join in
Lynn.

third Friday of the
month 10.30-12.00am
venue to be decided.
This will an opportunity to get your thoughts
on paper in any format - the group can decide
how it wants to operate but it will be writing
for pleasure so will be informal with no
previous experience necessary!
If you are interested or want more information
please contact Lynn
A Good Start to the Art Group

Reading Group

The first meeting of our newly
formed ART group took place
on Monday 1st November at
the
Woodborough
Institute. Eight enthusiasts,
most of whom described themselves as
'dabblers', enjoyed working in their chosen
media.
In
convivial
surroundings,
accompanied by the sound of tranquil music,
they created images
in
watercolour,
acrylic, soft pastel,
coloured pencil and
sketching
pencil. The friendly,
collaborative event
generated
smiles,
supportive comments and the hope of further
meetings. If you are interested in joining this
group, please contact John Suggett
(sheila.suggett1@ntlworld.com)

Due to increased numbers, the Reading
Group has now divided into two. One group
meeting at The
Bookcase, Lowdham,
and the other at The
Library, Calverton, but
both on the second
Monday of the month
at 2pm.
The next meeting will be on Monday 8th
November, when we will all be discussing
The Music Shop by Rachel Joyce but after
that the two groups will read
different books provided by the
library.
We now have some spaces for
extra members so if you are
interested in joining us, please
contact Lynn.

4

Quiz Group
The quiz on Monday 25th October at the Gleaners was won by the ‘DENSA’ team!
The next quiz is on Monday 22 November, 12.30 at the Gleaners

The next quiz is on Monday 22 November, 12.30 at the Gleaners.
and this year there will be a Xmas one on Monday 20th December
same time and place.

Photography for Fun
Autumn provides lots of opportunities to boost
our photographic creativity, so our October
meeting was set in the woods and lanes
around Calverton. Although it was a little too

early to capture the dramatic changes of leaf
colour, we used the camera’s close-up mode
to capture stunning details of Autumn fruits
and plants.

Deadline for December newsletter articles – Monday 30st November 2021
Email sandravanner@gmail.com : Tel: 0115 8450697: Mob: 07870 360168
Please let me have anything of interest about our u3a
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International Dining Group

Fourteen members of the group enjoyed a
dessert as there was not sufficient time but
delicious meal at the Colombo Street
the management did give us a generous 25%
restaurant in October. The food was really
discount off the total bill by way of an
tasty but unfortunately the service was rather
apology. Our bus turned up about 10 minutes
slow and this newly opened restaurant in the
late to return to Calverton so I was beginning
Lace Market seemed less able to cope with a
to think the evening was doomed, but
large group. Given the deadline for the return
thankfully not!
bus to Calverton, we were unable to enjoy a
The date for our next meal will be Tuesday 30th November; details will be sent to members of
the group in due course.

Chinese New Year
There are five spare places still
available for the Springwater
Restaurant for Chinese New Year
on 1st February 2022. A £10
deposit will be required, with the
total cost being £22.50.
If any U3A members are interested
in joining us but are perhaps not
members of the International Dining
group, do get in touch and let me know. Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Ukulele for Beginners - Do You Have an Unwanted and Unloved Music Stand?
The “Ukulele for Beginners” group (which meets in The Institute,
Woodborough) can put your old music stand to good use again.
Perhaps you have one laying in the darkness of your loft, from
when your child was at school?
If you are prepared to donate it to our group, we would be very
grateful, and your old music stand would be loved again!
If you are able to help, please call Michael Dobbs on 9652376
or email: mhdkad@gmail.com.
Thank You
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Coffee Morning held on 28th October at Nags Head, Woodborough

The ladies all had many tales to tell including
not recognising her own husband while he was
filming a firework display. When the husband
in question asked her to move to the other side
of the road she told him she had to stay where
she was to wait for her husband. He was
wearing a hat because it was so cold (which
he never normally did) and looked completely
different.

Another
successful
coffee morning was
held and enjoyed with
much laughter about
the subjects of ‘Most
embarrassing
moments’ and ‘Funny
moments’ in our lives.
Many of us seemed to have
gone out in odd shoes and
even our slippers without
realising until much later.
One person admitted to
asking a boy to take her
home at lunchtime to get a
pair of shoes which matched
and he unfortunately ran into
the back of a milk truck.

One lady had a tough day at work and asked
her boyfriend to meet her. She ran out of work
and jumped into the car only to find it was
totally the wrong car (and boyfriend!!).
Another member was expecting
workmen at a certain time and
unfortunately, they turned up an
hour early and she was in the
kitchen naked having just come
out of the shower.

Another member of the club had a very
stressful job so kept a bar of chocolate in her
desk drawer to snatch a bite between doing
interviews. She did not realise that she had
chocolate all round her face and continued to
do the interviews.

One member hid to wait for her boyfriend to
come out of a public toilet, thought she heard
his footsteps and jumped out to scare him.
Unfortunately, it was a complete stranger who
appeared.

A member who had just been bought a new
car drove it into the back of the garage wall
after a row with her husband. She was so
upset she ran into the house, got a bottle of
wine and locked herself in the bathroom for a
few hours.

Finally, we have a lady who visited an old man
(as part of her job). He told her he had trouble
with the bath and she thought meant getting
out but, in fact, he wanted her to dry him. He
was in his eighties and used two walking
sticks. Needless to say she never returned to
his home again.

The coffee mornings are always enjoyed by the members, sometimes amusing, other times a little
more serious but it is always great to get together.
The next Coffee Club will be held on
Thursday 25th of November at 10.30am at the Nags Head, Woodborough
and the topic will be:
‘Memories of School Days’ – good and bad!
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GROUPS’ SCHEDULE
Calverton & District u3a - Interest Groups Timetable
Updated 30th September, 2021
Week /
Day

Start Time

Group

Venue

Contact

Week 1
Mon

10.00am

Art

Woodborough Institute

sheila.suggett1@ntlworld.com

Tue
Tue

9.30am
11.00am

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Tue

12 noon

Gleaners

twoterris@yahoo.co.uk

Tue

7.30pm

Tai Chi
French
Grumpy Old
Men
Films at
Home

Zoom

len.hand@gmail.com

Thur

10.30am

Local start points

anne.boyle1959@gmail.com

Thur

2.00pm

Strollers
Ukulele for
Beginners

Woodborough Institute

mhdkad@gmail.com

Thur

6.00pm

Table Tennis

Epperstone Village
Hall

sue_arkwright@yahoo.co.uk

Fri

10.00am

Medium
walks

Various start points

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Mon

2.00pm

Reading

The Bookcase
Lowdham

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com

Tue
Tue

9.30am
11.00am

Tai Chi
French

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Wed

10.30am

GENERAL
MEETING

Calverton Village Hall

b.hillary@icloud.com

Thur
Thur

12 noon
7.00pm

Lunch
Song & Story

Various
Bookcase Lowdham

barbara9449@hotmail.com
len.hand@gmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Week 2
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Week 3
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue

9.30am
11.00am
2.00pm
2.00pm

Tai Chi
French
Photography
Short Walks

Zoom
Gleaners
Various
Various

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com
b.hillary@icloud.com
pwhalley@hotmail.co.uk

Wed

varied

Gardening

Various

patriciabarton54@gmail.com

Thur

10.30am

Various

b.hillary@icloud.com

Thur

2.00pm

Woodborough Institute

mhdkad@gmail.com

Thur

TBA

CAD u3a
Committee
Ukulele for
Beginners
Craft

patriciabarton54@gmail.com

Thur

6.00pm

Table Tennis

TBA
Epperstone Village
Hall

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Week 4
Mon

Lunchtime

Quiz

TBA

lucinda.rossiter@gmail.com

9.30am
11.00am
Evenings
Various

Tai Chi
French
International
Dining

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Various

julie.tommo@gmail.com

Wed

10.00am

Long Walks

Various

martinjd@virginmedia.com

Thur

10.30am

Coffee

Nags Head and others

barbara9449@hotmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Occasional

Cryptic
Crosswords

Email

david.vanner@ntlworld.com

Tue
Tue
Tue

OTHERS
Email
group
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sue_arkwright@yahoo.co.uk

Wed
Emails

Current

History

Email

fjd7789@gmail.com

Wed
Emails

Will run
when
demanded

Architectural
History

Email and Zoom

fjd7789@gmail.com

Wed
Emails

Current

Geology 2:
history of
Planet Earth

Email

fjd7789@gmail.com

Current

Heraldry

Email

fjd7789@gmail.com

Current

Railways
History

Email

fjd7789@gmail.com

Wed
Emails
Wed
Emails

The following groups are also planned:
Badminton - Bridge - Bowls (summertime) - Spanish
Evening Walks (summertime) - Films in the Cinema
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