CALVERTON & DISTRICT U3A NEWSLETTER MAY 2022

GENERAL MEETING - WEDNESDAY MAY 11th 2022
Calverton Village Hall - Start time 10.30
Our speaker will be Paul Newsham
The talk is titled
“BIOMETRICS – There’ll never be another you!”

--------------------------------------------------------------------"BRING A FRIEND"
Looking forward to "Best Friend's Day”
in June, we thought it would be a good
idea to suggest that members could
‘bring a friend’ along to our next (or
any) General Meeting. Your friend
could join us for up to 2 meetings to see
what we are about before we ask for

membership fees. We now have quite
a few groups but some struggle to get
sufficient members to make the group
viable so the more members we have
the better.

--------------------------------------------------------------------CLICKSILVER
The u3a’s ClickSilver scheme offers support to all
members who may need IT help. It matches you with
mentors who will guide you through the basics of IT,
through four one-hour sessions.
So, if you or another u3a member could benefit from
this, get in touch with Brian Hillary (07815 010309) or
email
the
u3a
national
office
directly
(u3a.office@u3a.org.uk).

LOOKING FORWARD TO OUR MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 8TH JUNE 2022
We welcome Bill Rayner
How to Spot a Serial Killer!
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HELPING HANDS   
In April’s newsletter we said there would be some copies of the ‘Helping Hands’ questionnaire
available for those who didn’t get one in March. Unfortunately, at the last minute the dreaded
‘Covid’ struck, meaning these were not available. However, these will be available at
our May meeting. We will also be pleased to receive any completed questionnaire that
members took home to fill in
Thank You

Sailor Beware!

Below is an invitation from Ravenshead Theatre Group. This is not a u3a Group, but we thought
this is something you might very well be interested in.
Ravenshead Theatre Group would like to
invite you and fellow members of your group
to our latest production, ‘Sailor, Beware!’, on
Thursday 16 June, Friday 17 June and
Saturday 18 June, at 7.30pm at the
Ravenshead Village Hall. Doors open at 7pm
so please get there early to enjoy a drink from
our bar beforehand.

Young sailor, Albert Tufnell, is all set to wed
his sweetheart Shirley Hornett but has a
change of heart after meeting her battleaxe of
a mother, Emma (played by Peggy Mount in
the 1956 film). When he and best man,
Carnoustie, stay with the Hornetts on the eve
of the wedding, Albert begins to think twice
about his desire for family life. Will Emma’s
steely disposition cut the cake or separate the
couple?

After all these months of lockdown we feel
sure you and your friends will be in need of a
fun evening.

Find out at a delightful and enjoyable evening with us…just what you need after lockdown.
Tickets, priced at £10, are now available and can be bought from Watson Knipe in Ravenshead
shopping precinct, by email: rtgboxoffice@gmail.com,
online: www.ticketsource.co.uk/ravenshead-theatre-group, or by telephone: 07742 057 153.
Seating is at tables so you can enjoy a drink from our licensed bar before and during the show. If
you make a block booking for a table of 8 and pay in advance, we will provide ONE FREE BOTTLE
OF RED OR WHITE WINE for the table (overs 18s only T&Cs apply see our website).

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NETWORK NEWSBITES
Sharing ideas across 34 u3as in Nottinghamshire   
Click on the link below to view the latest Nottinghamshire u3a Network Newsbites.
https://www.nottsu3anetwork.org/uploads/1/0/2/0/102068768/newsbites_2022_04_april.pdf
The deadline for articles and photographs for the next issue of Newsbites! is 15th May 2022 Any
u3a member can send in items, not just committee members. Articles/photos please to
jane.newsbites@gmail.com
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INTEREST GROUP NEWS
Turn to page 8 for a simple grid of interest groups. For more information turn to pages 9-11
for a schedule showing how to contact interest group leaders, when and where they are held and
start times.
If you are interested in a particular group, please contact the group coordinator or:
len.hand@gmail.com (0115 9654611) or lynnmajewski@hotmail.com (07738171698)

GROUPS' NEWS
If anyone would like to be involved in setting up an interest group that we do not
currently run please contact either Len or Lynn.

BRIDGE for BEGINNERS
GIVE IT A GO   
Never played Bridge but would like to give it a try?
Come along to our next meeting on Wednesday May 18th 2.30 – 4.30 pm
Calverton Village Hall
We would also very much welcome anyone who has previous experience of playing the
game. Do come and join us.
We meet on the first and third Wednesday of each month.
Next few meeting dates for your diary are: Wed May 18th : Wed June 1st : Wed June 15th
The group convenor is David Vanner and the expert is Tony Ward. Contact: David:
david.vanner@ntlworld.com or 0115 8450697
OR alernatively just turn up!
We look forward to seeing you there.
David Vanner & Tony Ward
SOCIAL HISTORY GROUP - UP AND RUNNING!

After a couple of initial meetings to discuss how this group may work we are pleased to say that
the group is up and running and new members are welcome.
We meet at St Wilfrid's Church in Calverton
at 7pm until 9pm on the SECOND TUESDAY
of each month and the May meeting will be on
Tuesday May 10th. We are currently
exploring events, people, and issues within the

period of the industrial revolution between
1750 to 1851 (the year of the Great Exhibition).
Please contact Richard
(richardbridgford@gmail.com) if you are
interested in joining us.
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WRITING FOR FUN!
The next meeting for the Writing Group will be
Friday 20 May 2022 at 11.00 to 12.30
The venue is the Gleaners Inn, Calverton
The format and contents of our meetings can
change, depending on what the group
members want to write. So far, we have
completed a short written exercise at each
meeting to make sure our brains are active,
and we have considered and discussed the
projects set at the previous meeting – over a
cup of tea or coffee.

What do we write next? Will it be a diary, will
it be the beginning of that novel, will it be
poetry? That will be up to the group members.
You can contact me on 01636 815578 or
jane.pavier78@gmail.com
if
you are
interested in joining us, or you can just turn
up at the meeting on 20 May with your pen,
paper and imagination.

Jane Pavier
--------------------------------------------------------------------QUIZ GROUP
The Optimists won the April quiz, followed by the Kitcheners

The Optimists
The next quiz will be on Monday 23 May 12.30pm at the Gleaners.
And Roger and Glynis Crooks have kindly offered to be guest quiz masters
New members welcome – We hope to see you there
Cindy Rossiter lucinda.rossiter@gmail.com mobile 07540 758232

--------------------------------------------------------------------EVENING WALKS
A very sociable group enjoyed
a pleasant fine spring evening
walking around the
Woodborough area, finishing
with a drink at the newly
reopened Four Bells pub. The
next evening walk will be on
Friday 13th May 7pm
(hopefully not unlucky!)details will be sent to walking groups.
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TABLE TENNIS GROUP NEWS

The table tennis group are celebrating
obtaining a much-improved table thanks to a
contribution from the grants given to our u3a.
New players of all abilities will be welcome to
come and try it out, the next session is
Thursday 19th May 6-8pm at Epperstone
Village Hall.

THE STROLLER’S WALKING GROUP
The Strollers Walking Group
The first Thursday of April saw The Strollers strolling
around The Southwell Town Trail. There were
places, buildings and plaques that many of us had
never seen before. We were amazed at how much
history the town has and its link to Lord Byron was
very interesting.
We then visited Southwell Minster. There was an
absolutely wonderful Living Threads Exhibition,
Reflections through Creation and another exhibition
depicting Portraits of Health Care Workers in the
Pandemic.
Both exhibitions were fantastic as was Southwell
Minster itself. Well worth a visit!
To finish off, a well deserved break was then taken at
Hollybeck’s Café, The Minster Café being full!
The next Strollers walk will be on Thursday
5th May,10.30am, at Patching’s Art Centre.
We are hoping to hear a short talk about The
Artists Trail before we set off. Apparently a
QR reader on your smart phone will be
helpful and give us more information as we
stroll around the trail itself.
New members wishing to join us should ring
or e mail Anne Boyle to be included in the
mailing details.
Anne Boyle
anne.boyle1959@gmail.com

0115 7833617
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APRIL LUNCH CLUB
Our April Lunch Club was at The Old Ship in Lowdham. Over 30 of us enjoyed a 2 or 3 course meal.
Many thanks to Debi and all her staff for the lovely meals and service with such smiley faces.
Our May Lunch Club will be on
Thursday 12th May 12.15 pm at
The Old Reindeer, Edingley.
We will be having a Carvery or choosing from
a selection of meals from The Servery. The
email for this lunch will be out at the
beginning of May and I would appreciate a
quick response as numbers need to be in by
May 6th.
Any new u3a members are welcome
and just need to ring or email before May 6th to be included in this Lunch.
Barbara Taylor : 07779 791367 : barbara9449@hotmail.com

COFFEE MORNING HELD 28TH APRIL 2022

The subject for this month’s coffee morning
was memories of Easter, past and present and
there were happy memories from everyone.

bought and lots of real
eggs were painted by
children.
Easter
bonnets
were
also
made by mums and
grannies

Many people remembered having new shoes
and clothes for Easter which does not seem to
happen these days. Perhaps these days’
children have so much more all year round
than when we were young so a new outfit
would not be anything special for today’s
youngsters.

It was nice to hear that some of us were able
to get away for Easter and enjoy the weather.
Those of us who stayed at home saw family,
grandchildren who live abroad and had not
been seen for nearly three years.

Some of us were treated to days out as dads
(mainly the only driver in the family) took it
upon themselves to take the family out for the
day, not just locally but as far as London when
you could park anywhere within easy distance
of all the attractions.

It would appear that Easter from our childhood
seems to have brought back many happy
memories and it is a shame that our
grandchildren will probably not have such
happy times to remember about Easter.

Easter eggs from childhood
were fondly remembered as
being much prettier as they
were decorated with flowers
etc. Many were not shop

The next Coffee morning will be held at the
Nag’s Head, Woodborough on May 26th at
10.30am and the topic has not yet been
decided but will be announced before the
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PHOTOGRAPHY FOR FUN

April’s theme was the appearance of Spring,
using close-up photography to create a tightly
cropped shot, that shows a subject (or object)
up close and with significantly more detail than
the human eye usually perceives. You can
achieve this from farther away with either a
telephoto or zoom lens. A lens with a shorter
focal length, however, will capture a wider area,
forcing you to move closer to your subject to
snap it clearly (which can be difficult for
photographing wildlife or insects).

effect. Follow these tips to achieve similar
results.
1. Look for small and usually insignificant subjects
ie new shoots, ferns, insects etc
2. Good composition - search for the best
shooting angle, including getting low.
3. Look for a strong contrast between the subject
and background colours.
4. Soft light conditions are best for close-ups, so
find some shade or go out on an overcast day.
5. Set the camera to aperture priority (a or Av)
6. Take multiple shots at f2.8, f4, f5.6 then f8 to
achieve a blurred background and compare the
results back home.
Good luck!

Once again, we endeavoured to move away
from the camera’s automatic settings and select
aperture priority mode to achieve the desired

Deadline for June newsletter
articles – Monday 30th May 2022
Email sandravanner@gmail.com :
Tel: 0115 8450697:
Mob: 07870 360168
Please let me have anything of
interest about our u3a
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Calverton & District u3a – SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
For further detailed information about our interest groups please contact
len.hand@gmail.com 0115 965 4611 OR lynnmajewski@hotmail.com 0115 965 5050 OR have
a look at our website http://www.calvertonu3a.co.uk/groups/
Week
ONE
Morning

Monday

Tuesday

Art

Tai Chi (Zoom)
French
Grumpy
old Bridge
men
Films at Home
(Zoom)

Afternoon
Evening

Week
TWO
Morning

Monday

Afternoon

Reading

Medium walks

Ukulele
Carpet Bowls *
Table Tennis

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Lunch
Social History

Monday

Tuesday

Song & Story

Wednesday Thursday

Tai Chi (Zoom) Gardening
French
Short Walks
Photography
Bridge

Afternoon
Evening

Week
FOUR
Morning

Monday

Afternoon

Quiz

Evening

Strollers

Friday

Tai Chi (Zoom) General
French
meeting

Evening

Week
THREE
Morning

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Tuesday

Friday

Committee

Writing for fun

Ukulele
Craft
Table Tennis

Carpet Bowls *

Wednesday Thursday

Tai Chi (Zoom) Long walks
French

Carpet Bowls *

Friday

Coffee

International
Dining

Carpet Bowls *

Other groups planned but not currently running: Badminton; Spanish;
Other Groups online: – Cryptic Crosswords – History of Railways
Carpet Bowls * is run by Woodborough Carpet Bowls group – all CADu3a members are welcome to
join as full members.
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GROUPS’ SCHEDULE
Week / Day

Calverton & District u3a - Interest Groups Timetable – March 2022
Start Time
Group
Venue
Contact

Week 1
Mon

10.00am

Art

Woodborough Institute

sheila.suggett1@ntlworld.com

Tue
Tue

9.30am
11.00am

Tai Chi
French

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Tue

12 noon

Gleaners

twoterris@yahoo.co.uk

Tue

7.30pm

Zoom

len.hand@gmail.com

Wed

2.30pm

Bridge

Calverton Village Hall

david.vanner@ntlworld.com

Thur

10.30am

Strollers

Local start points

anne.boyle1959@gmail.com

Thur

2.00pm

Ukulele for
Beginners

Woodborough Institute

mhdkad@gmail.com

Thur

6.00pm

Table Tennis

Epperstone Village Hall

sue_arkwright@yahoo.co.uk

Fri

10.00am

Medium
walks

Various start points

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Mon

2.00pm

Reading (two
groups)

The Bookcase
Lowdham or Calverton
Library

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com

Tue
Tue

9.30am
11.00am

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Tue

7.00pm

Bookcase Lowdham

len.hand@gmail.com

Wed

10.30am

GENERAL
MEETING

Calverton Village Hall

b.hillary@icloud.com

Thur
Thur

12 noon
7.00pm

Lunch
Song & Story

Various
Bookcase Lowdham

barbara9449@hotmail.com
len.hand@gmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Grumpy Old
Men
Films at
Home

Week 2

Tai Chi
French
Social
History
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Week 3
Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue

9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
2.00pm

Tai Chi
Short Walks
French
Photography

Zoom
Various
Gleaners
Various

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
pwhalley@hotmail.co.uk
theresa9phone@gmail.com
b.hillary@icloud.com

Wed
Wed

Varied
2.30pm

Gardening
Bridge

Various
Calverton Village Hall

patriciabarton54@gmail.com
david.vanner@ntlworld.com

Thur

10.30am

Various

b.hillary@icloud.com

Thur

2.00pm

Woodborough Institute

mhdkad@gmail.com

Thur
Thur

1.30pm
6.00pm

Craft
Table Tennis

TBA
Epperstone Village Hall

patriciabarton54@gmail.com
sue_arkwright@yahoo.co.uk

Fri

10.30am

Writing for
fun

TBA

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Week 4
Mon

Lunchtime

Quiz

TBA

lucinda.rossiter@gmail.com

9.30am
11.00am
Evenings
Various

Tai Chi
French
International
Dining

Zoom
Gleaners

lynnmajewski@hotmail.com
theresa9phone@gmail.com

Various

julie.tommo@gmail.com

Wed

10.00am

Long Walks

Various

martinjd@virginmedia.com

Thur

10.30am

Coffee

Nags Head and others

barbara9449@hotmail.com

Fri

7.30pm

Carpet Bowls

Woodborough Village
Hall

mhdkad@gmail.com

Tue
Tue
Tue

CAD u3a
Committee
Ukulele for
Beginners
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OTHERS
Email
group

Occasional

Cryptic
Crosswords

Email

david.vanner@ntlworld.com

Wed
Emails

Current

History

Email

fjd7789@gmail.com

Wed
Emails

Will run
when
demanded

Architectural
History

Email and Zoom

fjd7789@gmail.com

Wed
Emails

Current

Railways
History

Email

fjd7789@gmail.com

The following groups are also planned:
Badminton - Spanish
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